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Advantages of Introducing “Werewolf” in Freshman

Seminars: An Exploratory Study Using Text Mining
Toshihide O’ki ', Takahiro Yamanoi '

The aim of this study was to explore what advantages “Werewolf” might
bring to university freshmen. Werewolf is a traditional group game where
players unmask hidden “werewolves” through discussions. Sixty three
freshmen from two courses (i.e., child education and English education)
participated in the game and responded to a questionnaire at the end of
the class. Analyses using text mining and crosstabs revealed three findings.
First, most of the students, irrespective of their course and sex, enjoyed
playing the game and interacting with others. Second, Werewolf in English
may be challenging for many students due to their lack of English ability,
although 60% of the students in English education course were willing to
play the game in English. Finally, the game may help improve students’
communication skills, such as expressing their opinions and collaborating

with others.
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